Issue 6
June/July 2011

Green Light

The Student Magazine that helps you move forward
in work, life and your chosen career

Plus!
The Masters Online Mas)\ers
Courses J-l
Course |
iIssue How to write a
personal /|
statement

CV tips



-0 -0
Inside this issue:

A day in the life of... 4

Masters Courses: the 5
application process

FEATURE: Masters 6
around the world

Masters Courses in 8
Rwanda

Writing a personal state- 9
ment

Your questions 10

Letter from...London

Green Light Magazine Team
EDITOR: Eugene Ndagijimana

RESEARCHERS and WRITERS:
Eugene Ndagijimana, Molly Camp-
bell and Maia Gedde.

DESIGNER: Maia Gedde
PROOFREADER: Molly Campbell

ADVERTISING AND GENERAL EN-
QUIRIES:

Greenlightrwanda@gmail.com
tel 0788382581

We are always looking for new
contributors and writers for
Greenlight. If you would like to get
involved or pitch an article please
contact us .

Green Light is a
s monthly maga-
1 Euneness  ZiN€ published by
the Education
into Employment (EiE) programme,
supported by SURF, AERG and
YES Rwanda. The opinions ex-
pressed in the magazine are not
necessarily those of the publishers
or supporters.
www.intoemployment.org

Editors Note

Welcome to the sixth Issue of Green
Light Magazine! You will notice it
looks different from the previous is-
sues as we have now added more
content and updated the format into a
magazine. We hope you like the
changes.

The purpose of the magazine is to
guide university students and recent
graduates towards information and
advice about jobs and opportunities,
and how to become more employable
and move forward in life. If you are a
job seeker, or soon will be, this is the
magazine for you. Subscribe elec-
tronically to make sure you don’t miss
an issue!

Each magazine has a key theme and
when we were planning our editorial
content we asked students What
next? After they graduate, many ex-
press the desire to go on to do a Mas-
ters course, and ideally, they say, out-
side Rwanda.

These days a bachelors degree has
become such a popular thing that
people are turning to Masters and
PhDs hoping that this will help them to
be unique and to secure good jobs.

If this is your dream , how realistic is
it?

Well you have found the right publica-
tion! In this issue we guide you
through everything you need to know
to start towards your dream. It will
take a lot of time and effort to get
where you want to go, but at Green
Light we believe it is possible. We
help you to become informed about
the possibilities, and its up to you to
do the rest.

Happy reading and we hope it makes

you successful!

Editor of Green Light Magazine.
NDAGIJIMANA Eugene

Contributors to
this issue...

Every month we welcome contri-
butions from different people.
Those who have helped us in this
issue are...

Dr Peter BUTERA BAZIMYA
Director of Human Resources,
Advisory Services, Research,
Monitoring & Evaluation at the
Public Service Commission. On
page 3 he gives us the FIRST
WORD and tells us why Rwan-
dese need to think about Masters
courses.

Didier GISCARD SAGASHYA
Deputy Director |
at the National
Land Centre con-
tributes to our
Day in the life
of...column and
tell us what his experience of do-
ing a Masters in Edinburgh was
like and what he learnt.

Sam MUNDERE contributes to
this months Let-
ter from....on
page 10. The
Programme Co-
ordinator from
SUREF tell us
how he made
his dream of do-
ing a Masters in International De-
velopment in London a reality.

Subscribe to Green Light today!
Make sure you don't miss a

copy.
E-mail us at

greenlightrwanda@gmail.com
with SUBSCRIBE ME in the

subject line and you will be the
first to receive the e-copy every
months!




Green Ligh‘clMove Forward Magazine Junelduly 2011 Issue 6 3

SPARK is a fast growing, young, dynamic
development NGO with 40 staff members
in offices in Europe, the Middle East and

Africa.

SPARK develops higher education and en-
trepreneurship, so that young ambitious peo-
ple are empowered to lead their post-conflict
society into prosperity. We aim to support
the ongoing reconstruction process in post-
conflict societies by building the capacity of
local economic and educational institutions
in a way that is lasting and demands the pro-
active participation of local communities.

SPARK is currently recruiting for two full
time (40hrs/week) posts for its Kigali office.
Team work skills and good command of
English, French and Kinyarwanda are essen-
tial for both these posts.

Vacancy Programme Officer - SPARK Kigali

SPARK is looking for a Programme Officer (m/f) to sup-
port the Country Manager with our new SME Development
Programme in Rwanda. The Programme Officer provides
implementation and logistical assistance to tasks performed
by the country coordinator. For this post you need at least a
high education in project management, economics, social
science or similar and working experience on donors funded
economic development projects.

Vacancy Financial Officer - SPARK Kigali

SPARK is looking for a Financial Officer (m/f) to control
all financial matters related to our new SME Development
programme in Rwanda and be the main contact of SPARK
headquarters in Amsterdam for all financial matters. Mini-
mum requirements include working experience in manage-
ment finances and budgets on international donors’ pro-
jects; Experience in project cycle management, especially in
drawing up activity budgets and reporting to donors; Good
command of Excel and spreadsheets Accurate, Structured,
Flexible, and Responsible.

For full job descriptions for either post or more information
on SPARK please visit: www.spark-online.org.

If you are interested in either post please email your letter of

motivation and your CV to kigali@spark-online.org be-
fore July 15%, 2011. Reference: Vacancy Programme Offi-

cer/ Financial Officer. Only successful candidates will be

contacted for interview.

Would you like to contribute to Green Light? We are
currently looking for quest contributors, article sug-
gestions and your feedback. Is there something you
would like us to feature? A question you want us to
address? Get in contact with us today!

FIRST WORD: why do a Masters?

Dr Peter Bazimya of the Public Service Commis-
sion tells us why its not only important to get a
Masters but it has to be the right Masters...

“‘Many people in Rwanda look to the Public Ser-
vice for employment. Ten years ago the minimum
criteria for entry was just a first degree. These days
most adverts state “at least a masters degree and
ideally a PhD”. And it is still not uncommon for us
to get over 350 applications per job that we adver-
tise, which aren’t many. The reality is that the pub-
lic service is not expanding and current employees
are not leaving so there are few new jobs here for
young people.

Most young Rwandese should be focussing on
the private sector when looking for a job. The pri-
vate sector in Rwanda is young but is growing:
there are many opportunities. But Rwanda is not
isolated and we are part of EAC, COMESA...This
gives us freedom of people, products and services
but at the same time exposes Rwanda to competi-
tion from neighbouring countries: Kenya, Uganda...
People are coming in from outside, taking advan-
tage of the opportunities available in Rwanda, so
competition within the private sector is fierce.
Young people need to position themselves to be
competitive and stay competitive in this dynamic
sector and a Masters, or the right Masters can help
you to achieve this.

But a Master’s alone does not lead on to a good
job. Many people return to Rwanda with a Masters
from abroad and still have difficulty finding a good
job. It has to be the right Masters. Find where the
gaps are and focus on these. Think about how
Rwanda will be developing in future and where the
skills gaps lie. A good place to start might be to
read the Vision2020. Move in the direction the
country is moving, think forward. What about engi-
neers, pharmaceuticals, be dynamic. Don’t do what
everyone else is doing.

But of course funding is an issue for many and

gaining a Masters is just a dream. My philosophy is
that you have to invest in your education. The more
you invest, the more serious you will take it and the
more rewards that will come out. Work to save
money, yes it may take you ten years to save up
the money that you need, but those years of work-
ing are also good experience.” And this magazine
will help you to achieve this!

e



1A day in the life of....

Didier Giscard Sagashya starts his day as
Deputy Director General of the National Land Cen-
tre at 6.30 a.m. First he deals with financial issues,
answers e-mails and then he starts working
through his “to do” list, ticking items off to review
progress. The ‘open door’ policy means that many
people drop by during the day making it difficult to
get down to work. After the office officially closes
he has many things to catch up with so he usually
stays late and works on weekends. “It's a very long
day, but | enjoy it” he says.

Motivation, persistence and hard work got Didier,
32, where he is today. His Masters course in Scot-
land (2006 to 2007) has helped him as well.

‘I did my Undergraduate at KIST in Civil Engineer-
ing and graduated in 2004. | then worked for Kigali
City Council for a year as Director of General In-
spection Department, before | was transferred to
Rwamagana District to work as Director of Land,
Housing, Physical Planning and Infrastructure. But |
realised | lacked some key skills and wanted to do
further studies.

“I saw a scholarship advertised in Imvaho from
the Rotary University Scholarship Scheme and ap-
plied. | chose a Masters in Urban and Regional
Planning because there were few people with these
specialist skills in Rwanda. | think | had a strong
case because of this.”

The scholarship only covered tuition fees, so a
SFAR loan was still needed for living costs. He set-
tled in well to University, but there were a few sur-
prises when it came to studies. “We only had lec-
tures 2 days a week, but the rest was a busy
schedule of group work and a reading list of more
than 200 items! This was very different from my
studies at KIST, where the teachers gave you
handouts with all you needed to know.”

He also found the course had no exams. No ex-
ams! It was all assessed by course work and as-
signments, much harder than exams he found. This
taught Didier how to write long reports. “So apart
from technical information | increased my tolerance
for reading and writing. It may sound basic, but
some Rwandese don’t have that culture. If you give
them a report to read, they push it aside; if you ask
them to write a report, they don’t feel confident”.

After graduating he did a three month internship
with a planning firm to experience what working life
was like in the UK. “I learnt a lot. First, team work,
and that managers need to be accessible, not un-
touchable. Second, efficiency: we had 15-minute
weekly management meeting where everyone

Heriot Watt University in Edinburgh where Didier studied
his Masters in Urban and Regional Planning.

would be standing. | also learnt the invaluable prin-
ciple of the 3Fs: Figures, Facts and Forecast. If you
do anything in life, you need to have all these 3
things.”

My advice to anyone who wants to get far in life:

Read, read, and read. Nothing comes if you
don’t read. The internet is full of information, but
if you just use it to email your friends, it won'’t get
you anywhere.

Be a good time manager. Don’t say you don’t
have time to read or apply for jobs or scholar-
ships — prioritise and make the time.

Do a personal development plan (Google it if you
don’t know how to do one). You need to know
what skills you need for your desired job, how to
develop those skKills, etc.

You have to be persistent, and never give up.

Good luck! ...as told to Maia Gedde

CV advice!

In each issue we give you top tips on
how to improve your CV.

Top tip 1 Remember that your CV is
your number one marketing tool to po-
tential employers or universities, so you
need to invest time and make it good.

Start by doing some online research on
how to write a good CV and above all,
do not copy someone else’s. Good
places to start are:

. wwww.prospects.ac.uk/
cv_content.htm
ww.cvtips.com/
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Masters Courses: The process 3.If your chosen course is in the US or Canada you
Many people aspire to doing a Masters course will need a high score in the Graduate Records

overseas, but if you don’t know the process, you Examination (GRE) (a standardized test that is an

0ok o dmissions requirement for many graduate
can feel very lost, like jumping in to a black hole. a .
Also for marri/y of us RvJvandesge, the concept of schools) or the Graduate Management Admis-

online application forms is strange. sion Test (GMAT) for MBAs. They are hard so

[ i ly and get some help. You will also
But time spend on your computer researching and ~ PrePare ear . u
completing applications can have a very positive geed TOEFtL' (or |ELTt9;l) EUnSg“ShdpSrOﬂCcljency tests.
outcome, so stop emailing your friends, checking ' rc:me CO‘;” res t((ta.g. be - an V‘ll_e ?_n)
facebook and get in to action. Opportunities are of charge a fee just to submit your application, usu-

course very competitive, but also fair. The best get gltlyr?rour_ld $100 ea]cc:h, tr?ya%e with lg:re?it card.
chosen. Are you the best? The process is usually art saving money for this. 1 he application proc-
as follows. . esses usually starts around 6 to 9 months before

you start studying.

5.Your application usually consists of basic details;
CV; two academic references (sent directly to the
admissions office); your degree certificates, tran-
scripts and a personal statement detailing why
you want to do the course (see P9).

6.Time to apply for scholarships (see P7). Some-
times you do this after admission, other times at
the same time.

7.Successful? Congratulations! It's time to start
applying for your visa and planning your time
overseas.

Interested in getting a MASTER'S DEGREE?

We can help you prepare for the admission exams!

The Bridge2RwandaTraining Center is now offering classes to help students prepare for the necessary stan-
dardized tests in order to apply to institutions in the US, UK, Australia, and other native English-speaking
countries.

Please email scholars@bridge2rwanda.org or call 0783063928 to inquire about or register for a class.

1.Decide what you want to study and have a good
reason why (you will later have to justify this deci-
sion in your personal statement in your applica-
tion form). Think about what will open doors for
you in future and what skills are currently needed
but missing in Rwanda. Set yourself apart, don’t
follow the crowd.

2.List the universities that offer the course and pre-
pare your applications. The more you apply to the
greater your chances.

GRE Class (to prepare for the GRE Test on October 22, 2011):
** This exam is for students who want to obtain a Master’s degree in any field other than business
Course begins August 20-Ocober 15 (9 week course), Saturday mornings from 9:00am-12:00pm.
Cost: $300, includes study materials and access to computer/resource labs

GMAT Class (to prepare for the GMAT Test by appointment in Kampala, Uganda):
**This exam is for students interested in getting a Masters in Business Administration (MBA)
Course begins June 27 — September 1 (10 week course), Tuesday/Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:30 pm
Cost: $350, includes study materials and access to computer/resource labs

TOEFL Class:

**This exam is a general test of English proficiency that ALL international

students must pass for admissions
Course currently in session. Please contact us for details for future courses.

Location of classes: The Training Center, 1* floor of Telecom House in Kacyiru
**Please note that we do NOT provide scholarships to Universities but will only provide the classes to prepare you for
the tests. You will be responsible for finding your own admission and scholarship.




I FEATURE! Masters courses around the world....

Doing a Masters course overseas is possible if you have
the skills dedication and knowledge to navigate the edu-
cation and application systems in different countries.
There are many advantages to studying overseas, not
just in terms of qualifications. You get to see different
cultures and perspectives. People who travel tend to be
more flexible and adaptable and more suitable for work-
ing in international organisations back in Rwanda.

Here we give you a snapshot of just a few of the coun-
tries you might want to think about and the individual
application details.

CANADA

Find courses:
http://www.canadian-
universities.net/Universities/
Programs/Graduate-Studies.html
Number of Universities in Canada: 83

Masters course duration: 2-3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements: high grades in your
field of study; High GRE or GMAT scores are often re-
quired; strong letter of recommendation (for most);
strong letter of intent (for most); Test of English as a
Foreign Language (TOEFL)

Application Process: Online. There is usually a fee
associated with applying payable by credit card.
Courses usually start in September, but start applying
from November of the year before.

Funding: Many masters programs offer some funding
to students, or teaching assistant positions that pay
fairly high hourly wages (but can be a distraction from
the students’ own work). NGOs, organizations and the
government also offer some scholarships to interna-
tional students, but gaining this funding will take re-
search and lengthy applications.

Costs without a scholarship: The good news is, the
prices for masters programs for international students
are some of the lowest in the world. Fees range from
C$2000 to C$17,000 annually. Cost of living in Can-
ada is similar to Australia and the US. Monthly rent for

an apartment may be around $650.

UNITED KINGDOM (UK)

Find courses: www.ucas.ac.uk is a
good start as is www.prospects.ac.uk.
Follow up with individual university web-
sites.

Number of Universities in UK: 115
Masters course duration: usually 1
year (full time)

Minimum entry requirements: Good
undergraduate degree; IELTS English 1}
test score of 6.5, paper based TOEFL of '_,_.._,

570 or internet based of 90; 2 academic references,
your CV, covering letter and copy of certificates.
Application Process: Academic year usually starts in
September, and application process starts in December
of the year before. Apply early. Most applications are
online with no fee.

Scholarship Opportunities: Several including the
Chevening and Commonwealth scholarships. Each uni-
versity usually gives individual guidance. Some are full
and others are partial support.

Costs without a scholarship: For an international stu-
dent completing a one year Masters courses, fees alone
will be in the region of £14,000 (13M RWF) plus living
costs (allow £800 per month).

SOUTH AFRICA

FRETORIA |
Pt

Find courses: Online. The top
5 universities in the country are |, o
University of Cape Town, Uni- ' :
versity of Pretoria, Universiteit
Stellenbosch, University of the e
Witwatersrand, University of 3
KwaZulu-Natal

Number of Universities in SA 23

Masters course duration: 1-2 years

Minimum entry requirements: Bachelors degree with
high grade. International students who wish to apply for
admission must be in possession of a valid study per-
mit/permanent residency permit and have the neces-
sary medical aid cover before their application will be
considered. For students who did not complete their
studies in an English Medium University, TOEFL exam
scores (internet based test - iBT) must also presented.
Application Process: Applicants can usually apply
throughout the year. However, applications should be
made well in advance of an academic year (beginning
in January) to be accepted for registration.

Funding: Several including commonwealth scholar-
ships

Costs without a scholarship: The tuition fees vary
from institution to institution. It is approximately for post
graduate programs it is R22 000 ($3,200) per year. The
cost of living is approximately R 8000 (per month
$1190) which is inclusive of accommodation, food, util-
ity bills and travel.

SWEDEN

Find Courses: www.studyinsweden.se

Number of Universities in UK: 36

Masters course duration: usually 2 years

Minimum entry requirements: Good undergraduate
degree in a relevant related subject area; IELTS or
TOEFL score. 2 academic references, your CV and
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covering letter.

Application Process: Academic
year usually starts in September, and
the application process starts in De- §
cember of the year before. Applica-
tions are done online at studyinswe-
den.se website and then supporting
documents are sent to the individual
university. There is a fee for over-
seas students’ payable by credit card.
Scholarship Opportunities: Some see
www.studyinsweden.se

Costs without a scholarship: No tuition fees, even for
overseas students except MBA students. Scholarships
cover living costs, visas, flights, etc. If you have to pay
your own living costs these will be in the region of $1300
a month. Classes are in English.

UGANDA

Finding Courses: Through individual universities. The
top 5 are: Makerere University, Uganda Christian Uni-
versity, Kampala International University,

Mbarara University of Science & Technology, Bugema
University

Number of universities in Uganda: 20

Minimum entry requirement: a Bachelors degree uni-
versity with a good GPA will be considered for entry to
a Masters degree. For certain courses work experience
will also be required .575 in the written TOEFL test and
5 in the Test of Written English (TWE.)

Application process: Academic year usually start in
mid-August and deadline for receiving application is
usually April. Apply by sending electronic application
form. Small application fee of $25 usually.
Scholarship opportunities: Some available, but
mostly for Ugandan students.

Fees and costs: Fees around $720-$1000 a year for
Ugandans and $2400-$4800 a year for foreign stu-
dents.

THE UNITED STATES

Find courses: http://
www.usastudyguide.com/ is a great
start for university listings. Also search
individual universities. I
Masters course duration: usually 2 gy | \f,
years /E/\
Number of Universities in US: 5758 | {f4/ii!
higher education institutes (highest

number of higher education students in the world!)
Minimum entry requirements: You need a high GRE
and TOEFL score, high grades in good undergraduate
program.

Application Process: Long application process- some
sources advise you to start working on your application

18 months in advance. Write the TOEFL early, check

L get recommendation letters from teachers and profes-
" sionals, often a personal statement and a statement of
d purpose outlining the work you intend to focus on.

¥ Scholarship Opportunities: There are some scholar-

ships, including the Fulbright offered by the American
Embassy. A little aid provided for international students
by U.S. sources, with a lot more aid for graduate stu-
dents than undergraduates. Many universities provide
funding for masters research, so check with the schools
you apply to. Some international organizations might
also have options, like the UN, the World Health Organi-
zation or the World Council of Churches.

Fees without a scholarship: The cost of education is

in the US is one of the highest in the world, but many of
the world’s top universities are American so it can be
worth it. The cost can be from $10,000 to $80,000 a
year for tuition. Room and board can cost about $3000
to $8000 a year.

AcChieve your Potential!

E[IUE.ﬁ.TID.‘I
into

EHPLUTMEHT

The Education into Employment (EiE) Programme helps
young people, university students and recent graduates,
to achieve their potential.

Run by AERG (Association des Etudiants et Rescapes du
Genocide) and SURF (Survivors Fund ) we particularly
target people from disadvantages backgrounds, espe-
cially, but not exclusively, AERG members.

We have several programmes that you can get involved
with. These include:

A mentoring programme matching final year university stu-
dents and recent graduates with professionals within their
area of interest. You meet for 12 sessions and your mentor
helps you to draw up a personal development plan, life
goals, improve your CV and interview techniques, plan job
or internship applications , etc.

English language classes and language clubs which may be
running at your university. Improve your English today!

IT training centres at 4 universities, including INILAK, RTUC,
ULK and KCT.

This magazine! Which will help you to gain ideas and op-
portunities about your future

For more info see www.intoemployment.org, drop in to
the AERG national coordination office near Sonatube or
contact the coordinator on 0788439284. We are recruit-
ing for new posts so check out our website.



.} Masters Courses in Rwanda...

There are a growing number of Masters courses offered
in Rwanda. But unfortunately they are still limited by the
skills available in the country. But if you prefer to stay at
home to gain your Masters, here we explore some of
what is currently available in Rwanda.

day morning. The total student cost for the 18 month
course is 2.4 million RWF ($4,000) and many students
are self funded.

KIE will soon be recruiting for the next intake, so if you
are interested, watch out in Imvaho and New Times

The National University of Rwanda (NUR) is responsible \ynere the applications will be advertised or go on to

for many of the Masters programmes in the country and
is expanding its mode of delivery of Master's pro-
grammes by using modern technologies, reaching stu-
dents all over the country.

To be admitted to a Master's Programme, a student
should hold a Bachelor’'s degree with Distinction or Sat-
isfaction and work experience for some programmes. All
programmes are offered in English.

Course costs vary between $6,000 for an MSc in Busi-
ness Law to $10,000 for an MSc in Agroforestry for ex-
ample. See the NUR website for respective programme
details and admission requirements : www.nur.ac.rw

Kigali Institute of Science and Technology (KIST) also
offers a Masters Communications Management (MCM)
and Master of Science in Operational Communications
(MOC) . Admissions are similar to NUR, with two years
working experience in ICT and/or telecommunications
industry.

Applications will be open at the beginning of July to end
of September; successful applicants will be notified at
the end of October of every year. The programme nor-
mally commence in January. A total amount of
2,925,000 RwF or about $5,750 US covers tuition fees,
application fees, registration fees and graduation fee.
For more information please visit KIST website:
www.kist.ac.rw.

KIE started its Masters in Social Sciences

(Gender and Development) in January
2011 at the Centre for Gender, Culture
and Development.

= Course Director, Professor Shirley Ran-

dell, AO, PhD says “The course has excellent standards
and will be recognised internationally, as we have ex-
pert, experienced lecturers coming from all over the
world to teach it. The curriculum was validated by Sus-
sex University, a leading world centre for Gender and
Development teaching and research.”

There were nearly 200 applicants for the first intake to
the course, with just 50 being accepted. Many of the
students on the course already work on gender issues,
but need theoretical and policy training to strengthen
their work, or training to teach in this area in future. It is
an evening course, with lectures and classes Monday
through Friday from 5.45 until 8.45 pm as well as Satur-

their Facebook group: www.facebook.com/CGCDKIE

Online Masters courses?

Want a Masters degree from a
good international university with-
out leaving the comfort of your
job, family and home in Rwanda?

An online Masters course could be for you. Here we
explore them in more detail.

Only a few courses are offered online (but this is
growing) so you need to check that what you want to do
is available, and which universities offer it (a Google
search might be a good start). Acceptance to a online
course can be as competitive as with live courses, so
don’t expect to get an automatic offer.

Tuition fees are not cheap either, and can be as much
as taught course (except you don’t have the living, visa
and flight costs to go with that). For example, the Uni-
versity of Manchester offers an online MsC in Interna-
tional Development costing £10,600 (10M RWF) for this
33 month part-time course. Penn State World Campus
in the US is a university specifically designed to deliver
online courses. A Masters in Software Engineering
costs over $40,000. But like physical courses, some
scholarships also exist to cover online courses, and
these make online courses even more worthwhile to
look into as an option.

Online courses do not compromise on teaching qual-
ity. Weekly discussion boards, reading lists and essays
to write and research mean that it is not an easy ride
and you have to dedicate about fifteen hours a week. Of
independent study to a part time Masters A fast and
reliable internet connection is essential. Most universi-
ties give you access to their online library facilities
where you can access millions of journal articles, e-
books, for your reading and research. You will also in-
teract regularly online, with other students in the course,
who may be from all over the world.

So you could end up with a very good Masters Degree

from a British or American University, without even hav-
ing left the comfort of your own home. stepped foot in
the UK. You will of course miss out on living and ex-
periencing a different culture, but you can keep your
family around you.

Have any comments, suggestions or questions about what
you have read in GREEN LIGHT? E-mail us with your

thoughts as we want to hear from you!
Greenlightrwanda@gmail.com
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Writing a personal statement....sy moily campbe
A personal statement is often a requirement when you’re applying for a master’s program.
What is a personal statement and how do you write one?
A personal statement is your opportunity to sell yourself. Tell the admissions officer why they
should accept you over another candidate. As with a CV you should never copy someone else’s

work as it will be immediately obvious and probably disqualify you. You can look at others for
inspiration but don't copy. And before you start writing your statement think about what sets you apart from others.
While some programs such as many medical or law school applications require a general, comprehensive per-
sonal statement that allows a lot of freedom in terms of what you write, other programs ask for answers to specific
questions that you must include. Make sure you read instructions carefully before you start your personal state-

Quiz? Is a Masters right for you?

undergraduate degree before
applying to a Masters.

Are you done your undergrad?
You need to successfully complete an

NO!

Finish your undergrad,

then consider a Masters_

Do you have the money?
A Masters course in the UK costs
argund 10 million RwF plus living
expenses and double this in the US.

to do?

courses you need, at which
niversities.

Are you proficient in English?
If you want to study at an English-
speaking school, you will need to
pass the TOEFL vest and GRE for
Armerican Universities

NO!
Are you willing to spend
time and money to get
better at English and
write the test?

Do you know what you want

You need to have a strong sense of
why you need a Masters, what

Are you willing to spend
several hours
resgarching universities

and courses online?

/ YES! -‘\'

It seems like you're ready,
but it will take lots of work.
You will need to submit up to 10

applications (normally done online)
to different programs to get

Can you get a scholarship?
Do yiou stand out at the top of

class? Did you get Honours when
graduating from your Bachelors?
Will a professor write a letter of
recommendation for you?

aocepted.

/

N

You're probably not ready to

do your Masters.

NO!
Do you have lots of relevant

professional experience?
Have you done lots of community
sefvice? Do you have lots of
professional experience in the field?
You need to sell yourself to stand
L.

NO!
Without putting in the time
and effort to really know
what to do for your Masters,
you won't be able to do it.

ment as each universities require-
ments vary.

Research is the next step. There
are three things you should know
about before you start writing: the
career the masters program is
leading you to, specifics about
the program and university you
are applying to, and a compre-
hensive list of your own experi-
ence and qualifications. Tailoring
your statement to each and every
different program you apply for is
essential, because schools want
to see that you have taken a spe-
cific interest in their program.

Proving you're a stand-out can-
didate isn’'t simple. Link your tal-
ents with experiences that prove
you have those talents. Focus on
what you learned from situations,
and make sure everything you
write about applies to the pro-
gram you hope to get into.

Again, setting yourself apart
from other candidates is what will
get you into that competitive pro-
gram. Have you faced any nota-
ble hardships in your life? Are
there discrepancies in your
grades you should explain? What
made you want to go into this ca-
reer? What characteristics do you
have that make you memorable?
Tell the judges your personal
story and prove you’re not a ro-
bot. Think of an
angle to take they ..:I'
probably haven’t
heard before. ,‘

Getting someone
to proofread your
personal state-
ment is the last
step. Your English
grammar, spelling
and punctuation
need to be perfect.




] Letter from...London

‘I began my Masters in International Development Man-
agement at the University of Westminster, London, UK
in January 2011. | got a place at Reading University in
2010 and was ready to cover all my costs, but regretta-
bly, I didn’t get the visa. | wanted to do a Masters
course for many years, so | didn’t give up. | applied to a
number of Universities and got two offers from London
Metropolitan University and the University of Westmin-
ster. Not only did Westminster give me a place, but they
provided me with a full scholarship as well.

In my course there are six students who started in
January and | am the only male student we are all inter-
national students. My lectures take 15 hours a week but
a lot of time is spent doing research and course work
and presentations. The studying facilities are excellent
as a student is able to get material from the well-stocked
library and online resources with a fast internet connec-
tion.

If you are serious about doing a Masters in another
country it is possible, but it is not easy. Firstly you have
to make sure your English is good enough as you need
a very high TOEFL or IELTS score. Secondly you need
to invest a lot of time, researching courses and applying.
Thirdly you need to be prepared to cover costs, as if you
don’t get a scholarship, fees plus living can be at least
(18,000,000 RWF) in the UK. It probably takes at least a
year to prepare your English certificates and research
and apply for courses and scholarships.

| would recommend anyone interested should get Eng-
lish Language skills and work some years first, so they
have good experience for their CV. It is a requirement
for some scholarships to have some money behind you
for the application process. But if you have good results,

can write a strong personal statement there are many YOU successful.

opportunities out there.

Hard work pays off. Education is an
investment and you need to be pre-
pared to experience costs financially
emotionally and psychological.”

maybe ten masters courses and scholarships will make

Masters in the US | may have some better skills

Your questions answered....

“Dear Greenlight. | have just graduated from a
Masters in Public Administration at ULK in 2010. |
have a job but | am not finding it interesting and want
to go on and do a Masters in International
Development or Governance and Democracy, ideally
in the UK or Canada, to work in an International NGO
or the UN in future. | have no money to support
myself, do you think | have a chance to get a
scholarship? What advice can you give me?”

JC, Kigali

Dear JC,

Many thanks for your question. It seems you al-

ready have a clear idea of what you want to go on

and study and why, so | would definitely encourage

you to do some research especially around Masters

courses and Scholarships. | don't know your back-

ground, but if you have held some positions of re-

sponsibility either while at university or in your com-

munity, have some relevant work experience and

can really prove why you are different, you do have

a chance. But remember you also have to have ex-

cellent English to get the right score at TOEFL or

IELTS level so you might want to start preparing

early and invest some time in this. Get an English .

speaker to correct your CV and application form. If it

is full of grammar and presentation errors this will

count against you. And don't just apply for one, .
[

Let us know how it goes! Good luck.

“Dear Greenlight. | graduated in 2008 in Law
and have not yet found a job. I think if Ido a

and more likely to find a job. Can you advise?
Anonymous

Yes you would do! But do you have the money to do
it? The fact that you haven't yet found a job and don't
have much professional experience will count against
you when applying for scholarships. If you don't have
the means to pay for yourself, | would focus your ef-
forts on building up your skills in Rwanda, maybe im-
prove your English, get an internship, play an active

i role in community organisations so that you have
some- thing that makes you special and stand
out. Read books, network and make con-
tacts. If you do all this, perhaps in two or three
years, with some professional experi-
ence behind you, you will be
a much more suitable candidate
and it will be easier for you to get admis-
sions and a scholarship.

By Sam Munderere

Have a question for us? For each question we publish we choose
to publish, we give you 5,000RWF. So if you have something
urdent, drop us an email at greenlightrwanda@gmail.com
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A final word on scholarships.... ﬂmmpf
“We need a scholarship, we need a scholarship, help us find a scholarship!” | hear all of you -’?#_- ,
chanting this. True, the tuition and living costs of doing a Masters overseas make it too expensive e
for many of us to even think about pursuing a Masters course without funding. But Green Light
can’t help you get a scholarship, you have to do this yourself. So start searching and the best place is the internet.

But remember, in most countries the first step is usually to apply for a course first, and then (after you have been
accepted) to find a scholarship, some courses (especially in the US) are the exception where you apply for both at
the same time. The good news is there are many opportunities out there, so if you are a good candidate and put
in the effort, you may find one.

Not all scholarships are FULL scholarships. Some might only cover tuition fees and not living costs. Others
might only offer a contribution towards tuition fees. In these cases you may have to complement funds with a loan.
SFAR is one source (see A Day in the Life of...) if you are working in the public sector or a private loan if not. As a
first resource look at the scholarships mentioned on pages 6 and 7. But also use the internet and individual uni-
versity and courses for a useful searching tool. Don’t give up, it is possible., but at the same time don't waste your
time if you are not ready. Get some experience and skills that make you a unique candidate first and only then,
when you are sure you are ready, start applying. And find a mentor who can help you through this process..

]

In the next issue! Out on 15th of July, the next issue of GREEN LIGHT focuses on what

characteristics make people successful and what we have to learn from them. If you would like
to receive hard copies at your ordanization or subscribe to the electronic version email us at
greenlightrwanda@gmail.com




SAT AND TOEFL PREPARATION COURSES AVAILABLE
AT GREEN HILLS ACADEMY

Green Hills Academy / Inganzo Language Center offers PREPARATORY COURSES of SAT (SAT Reasoning Test)
and TOEFL Paper Based (Test of English as a Foreign Language).

SAT and TOEFL are two exams that are often required for students interested in studying in the United States
and many other English speaking countries at the undergraduate or graduate levels.

SAT Preparation TOEFL Preparation

Course: Course:
Length: 19hours Length: 21hours
When: 1 day / week (Saturday — 3 hours). When: Monday to Thursday evenings (2 hours
Cost: 50.000Frw * per day)
Where: Green Hills Academy Secondary School Cost: 55.000Frw*

Where: Green Hills Academy Secondary School
*Note that books are not included in this price

Inganzo Language Center also offers English classes in the evening. Inganzo Language Centre conforms to the
Common European Framework for Languages (CEFL). This classification is comprised of six levels of learning
from Beginner Al to Advanced C2. An entrance test will determine which level learners are at.

For more information please call on 0788350210 / 0788350212

Advertise with us!

Q1. Does your business or organisation target young people between the ages
of 18 and 357

Q2. Are you interested in marketing to a readership of educated people in insti-
tutions of higher learning?

If so, an Advert in Green Light could work for you! Reach your target audience
while supporting the production costs of Green Light.

An advert in Green Light is very competitive: from 30,000RWF to 70,000RWF
per advert. With a circulation of over 500 hard copies, 2000 soft copies and a
readership of 3,000+ we could help you to achieve your goals . Call us today
on 0788382581 or email us a greenlightrwanda@gmail.com with ADVERTISING
in the subject line and we will send you more details.




