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Help provided by AVEGA:

Both Mercurie and her grandmother are beneficiaries of AVEGA. AVEGA began helping Mercurie upon the death of her mother. Rachel describes AVEGA as a lifeline and “home”, without the support given she said life would be impossible.

Future needs:

· They have no household items and are in need of chairs and beds.
· Mercurie is in need of school materials and clothes. 

· They also need funds for food.

· Although their house has been finished on the outside the flooring inside has not been completed.

· Mercurie has no medical insurance.

Comments:
Mercurie and her grandmother are very, very poor and therefore have many needs. 

They own no land and the grandmother is unable to dig due to poor sight and injuries sustained during the Genocide. They have to therefore rely upon neighbours for food.

Mercurie is a strong, confident and beautiful young girl who is clearly very bright and does a lot to help them survive their very poor existence. The relationship between the two is very positive and heart warming. 
Niwemutoni Mercurie (with grandmother)





Age: 13 years. Born 1995.





Location: Munyiginya, Rwamagana.





Living situation: 


Mercurie lives with her grandmother, Rachel (born 1938). They have been living together since Mercurie’s mother and father both died of AIDS. Rachel is the only family Mercurie has. They live in a house provided by the Government which is in good condition. Mercurie studies in Primary 1.











